E1666

But not really.

There are lessons in this for everyone—
surely, for Owens and his accuser, but also
for team officials and school administrators.
It’s just unfortunate that this is how lessons
are learned.

Ownes led his team in rushing and passing
and touchdowns last season. He took the
Midshipmen to the Poinsettia Bowl, a 51-30
win over Colorado State. It was a great sen-
ior season, one most Navy fans won’t soon
forget.

Time will pass and Owens’ place in school
lore will be cemented. When that happens,
it’d be nice if Owens is remembered for all
that he did at the academy and not for some-
thing he didn’t.

——————

FREEDOM FOR FELIX GERARDO
VEGA RUIZ

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Félix
Gerardo Vega Ruiz, a political prisoner in to-
talitarian Cuba.

Mr. Vega Ruiz is a member of the Cuban
Democratic Workers Union and the Pro
Human Rights party. As a courageous mem-
ber of the opposition, he has steadfastly de-
manded freedom, democracy, and human
rights for the Cuban people. He has bravely
denounced the cruel policies of the tyrant and
demanded that the people of Cuba be allowed
their inalienable rights.

According to The Assembly to Promote Civil
Society, Mr. Vega Ruiz was arrested by the
dictatorship in 2003 and, after a sham trial,
thrown into the totalitarian gulag. According to
multiple sources, Mr. Vega Ruiz was sen-
tenced to 7 years in the gulag. Let me be very
clear, Mr. Vega Ruiz has been incarcerated in
the gulag for daring to dream of and to work
on behalf of a democratic Cuba.

According to NetforCuba, Mr. Vega Ruiz
has continued to oppose the tyrannical regime
while locked in the gulag. He has conducted
hunger strikes, including one that lasted 83
days and nearly killed him, to call attention to
the horrific abuses of the dictatorship. He has
also been stabbed while in the gulag. Let me
say that again, Mr. Vega Ruiz has been
stabbed while he languishes in the abhorrent
gulag, and yet he continues to steadfastly op-
pose the gangster regime in Havana.

Mr. Vega Ruiz is a brilliant example of the
heroism of the Cuban people. Mr. Vega Ruiz
knows the violence, abuse, and repression
that will be used to try to break him. Yet he
stands strong in the strength of his conviction
that the people of Cuba should be and will be
free. Mr. Vega Ruiz is one of the many heroes
of the Cuban democratic movement who are
locked in the dungeons of the dictatorship for
their beliefs. They are symbols of freedom and
democracy who will always be remembered
with respect and admiration when freedom
reigns again in Cuba.

Mr. Speaker, this courageous man is locked
in the tyrant’s gulag for failing to keep silent
about the nightmare that is the Castro regime.
It is unacceptable that, while the world stands
by in silence and acquiescence, pro democ-
racy activists like Mr. Vega Ruiz are system-
atically tortured. My Colleagues, we must
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never forget those who are locked in gulags
because of their desire for freedom for their
countries. We must demand the immediate
and unconditional release of Felix Gerardo
Vega Ruiz and every prisoner of conscience in
totalitarian Cuba.

———
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FOR HER INSPIRING SPEECH

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, we
need not worry about America’s future if all
our up and coming leaders believe in her as
does a high school student in my District who
delivered the following “Message for America”
to an audience of young people.

Nikita Rodrigues lives in my hometown of
Somerset, Kentucky and is an outstanding
person, as you can tell.

MY MESSAGE FOR AMERICA”

Ladies and Gentlemen, I speak to you
today as a young American. Let that serve
as sufficient warning that what I have to say
contains equal proportions of young Hope
and American Pride. These are the priceless
ingredients of my Message for America,
which is, ‘““‘America: Be, all that you can be.”’

As a young American I am sick and tired
of the naysayers that predict the end of the
American dream. I am sick of reading about
the differences between the red and the blue
states and how those insurmountable dif-
ferences will suffocate our future as Ameri-
cans. I am sick of hearing about Americans
being described as consumers, not producers.
And I am sick of people taking pot shots at
my country as being past her glory years. To
all these naysayers, divisionists, and pes-
simists I have only one thing to say, ‘“‘Your
mistake lies in under-estimating the youth
of America.”

It was our past-President Bill Clinton who
once said, ‘““There is nothing wrong with
America that cannot be cured by what is
right with America’! America’s most price-
less asset lies not in her immense natural re-
sources, not in her huge factories, not in her
stores of gold, not her natural beauty nor her
system of incredible highways. America’s
greatest assets still are the character of her
people and the optimism of her youth.

We the youth of America must believe that
we can make a difference. We must partici-
pate in the political process and hold our
leaders accountable when partisan politics
stymies our progress. If American high-
schoolers are lagging behind the rest of the
world, it is time to demand that our schools
foster excellence and competitiveness rather
than comfortable mediocrity. In the flat
world of today, American youth must step up
and compete. Yes, we are more diverse than
we ever were, but that diversity can and
must be our strength.

In his book, “What’s so Great About Amer-
ica” Dinesh D’Sousa had this to say about
our country. ‘‘America is the greatest, freest
and most decent society in existence. It is an
oasis of goodness in a desert of cynicism and
barbarism. This country, once an experiment
unique in the world, is now the last best hope
for the world.”

That hope and responsibility rests firmly
on our young American shoulders. We can ei-
ther shrug it off or bear down and accept the
daunting challenge to each do our part to
make America—All That She Can Be!

Nikita Rodrigues, Somerset, Kentucky

September 7, 2006
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the life, dedication and contribu-
tions of Mr. Leo Sherlock Holmes, who passed
away on July 21, 2006.

Mr. Holmes served the U.S. Army as a
member of the 99th Fighter Squadron of the
Tuskegee Airmen during World War I, and in
November 1965 he became the first African
American to be elected to Chester City Coun-
cil. Mr. Holmes served as an inspiration for
many people. Because of his trail blazing, the
impossible became possible and a reality.

Aside from his career on City Council, Mr.
Holmes was also a City Treasurer, a math
teacher at Frederick Douglass Junior High
School, and a deacon at Bethany Baptist and,
later, Calvary Baptist Church. It could never
be said that Leo was not an active person. He
loved people and lived under the motto that he
would be a better person when he reached
out to help others.

Mr. Holmes served as a Councilman for the
City of Chester for 14 years. He then served
as Personnel Director before retiring as City
Treasurer on January 10, 1986. Believing and
accepting that the people of Chester entrusted
him in this position, Leo worked hard to ad-
dress the issues and answer to the call of the
people to the best of his ability. In September
of 1990, Leo was appointed to the Board of
Directors of the Chester Water Authority and
served for 12 years before retiring due to in-
creasing health problems.

Mr. Holmes was dedicated and devoted to
the Masonic Order. His journey there started
on December 3, 1955 until he his failing health
forced him to leave his Masonic office in Octo-
ber of 1990. Upon his resignation the Grand
Lodge unanimously voted that he be recog-
nized as the Right Worshipful Grand Secretary
Emeritus of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall
Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of
Pennsylvania.

Throughout his career, Mr. Holmes has led
by example and we all have benefited from his
leadership, intellect and integrity. Mr. Holmes’
passing represents the loss of a powerful and
committed voice, and it is for these reasons |
ask that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues rise to honor him.

———

RECOGNIZING KEVIN JUSTICE OF
CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Kevin Justice of
Citrus County, Florida, an Army Chief Warrant
Officer with More than twenty-four years of
service.

Chief Warrant Officer Justice is a graduate
of Hernando High School and the Florida Mili-
tary Academy, where he attended Officer Can-
didate School. When he is not deployed over-
seas, Kevin attends the First United Methodist
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